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rate of book-postage is one cent for four ounces : the 
American rate is one cent for two ounces. Surely 
there can be no good reason for such a restriction on 
the diffusion of literature in this country. Distant 
subscribers to circulating libraries and book-clubs in 
England are regularly supplied through the mails. 
Why cannot we have similar facilities here ? 

A. Melyilile Bell. 

Washington, D.C 

Systematic earthquake observation. 

It will give me pleasure to join in any such sys- 
tematic effort to secure the observation of earth- 
quakes as is proposed in Science^ iv. 334, and to 
provide, so far as practicable, for establishing seis- 
mometers, and making observations at this observa- 
tory. Edward C. Pickering. 

Harvard college observatory, 
Cambridge, Oct. 4. 

Abnormal form of Trillium grandiflorum. 

Early in June, 1883, I found at North Ferrisburg, 
Vt,, a curious specimen of Trillium grandiflorum, — 
a species given to monstrosities, as every botanist 
knows. In this instance the petals were twenty-one 
in number, and j)ale green, edged with purj^le-pink, 
in color. I removed the plant to my garden; and in 
1884 it displayed a blossom with eighteen petals and 
six sepals. The petals were deeper in color than 
before, and their general hue was pink rather than 
green. At neither time were there any traces of 
organs of fructification. Heis^ry Baldwin. 

Charlotte, Vt., Oct, 3. 



GEORGE BE NT HAM. 

George Bentham died at his house in Lon- 
don on the 10th of September, — a few days 
before the completion of his eightj^-fourth j^ear. 
The event is in the course of nature. His 
scientific life came to a close in the spring of 
the preceding j^ear, when he laid down his pen 
upon the completion of the ' Genera planta- 
rum.' His work finished, the wearied veteran 
succumbed to the bodily infirmities of age, yet 
still with mind essentiall}^ unimpaired, and has 
now gone to rest. His earliest publication 
bears the date of 1826, fifty-eight years ago. 
The first part of his classical monograph of the 
Labiatae was issued in 1832 ; and hardly a 
year of the subsequent half-century has passed 
without some botanical contribution from his 
hand. At the age of sixty, when most men 
seek retirement from service, he courageously 
entered upon his most formidable labors, — the 
' Flora Australiensis,' in which he was assisted 
by Von Miiller in Australia ; and the ' Genera 
plantarum,' with Sir Joseph Hooker for his 



colleague, — and he lived to complete them 
both. Fortunatel}^, he w^as able to devote all 
his time and powers to his favorite studies ; and 
he steadil}^ did so without distracting haste 
and without delaying intermission, for his short 
annual holidays were themselves usually made 
subservient to botanical investigation. Al- 
though he shunned official engagements and all 
time- consuming avocations, he did not refuse 
to bear his part of the burden in the administra- 
tion of scientific affairs. When young, he was 
for ten years honorar}^ secretary of the London 
horticultural societ}^, with Lindley for under- 
secretary, in the most active and flourishing 
days of that institution. Later, he held for 
thirteen years the presidencj' of the Linnean 
society. In both situations he gave himself 
with characteristic thoroughness to his duties ; 
he also brought to them a business tact, and a 
shrewdness of judgment and power of admin- 
istration, which his very retiring habits would 
not lead one to expect. His annual addresses 
from the chair of the Linnean societ}", ahvays 
pertinent to the time and the occasion, are 
models both in thought and in statement, and 
are of permanent value. 

Mr. Bentham came of a notable stock. He 
w^as the nephew (and heir) of Jeremy Ben- 
tham ; his father, Gen. Sir Samuel Bentham, 
was a naval engineer of remarkable talents ; 
and his mother, if we mistake not, was a 
daughter of Dr. Fothergill. Some j^ears of 
his boyhood were passed in Eussia ; the re- 
mainder of his 3^outh in France, where his 
earliest botanical production was written and 
published. On his return to England he en- 
tered at Lincoln's Inn, and was admitted to 
the bar. About this time, to please his uncle, 
who had discerned his abilit}^, he wrote a 
small and now verj^ rare book upon logic, in 
which was first introduced the quantification 
of the predicate. But he soon returned to his 
early love, and devoted himself to phaenoga- 
mous s^^stematic botan^^, in which, since his 
compeers. Brown, the elder Hooker, and Lind- 
ley have passed away, he has been facile prin- 
ceps. His remarkable gift for languages, nearly 
every European tongue being at his command 
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was a great help : so, also, his independent but 
moderate fortune, free from family demands ; 
for he was childless, and survived his wife. Of 
a philosophical temperament, and quite exempt 
from personal ambition, he might have been 
expected to take life easil}^ ; but noblesse oblige 
ruled his spirit, and he gave himself with unre- 
mitting and most 
disinterested de- 
votion to his cho- 
sen line of work 
from bo} hood to 
old age. He 
never seemed to 
select easy or 
congenial work, 
as he might have 
done, but rather 
took upon him- 
self the harder 
tasks. What- 
ever he put his 
hand to was 
done faithfully ; 
and , large as 
were his under- 
takings, he had 
the rare merit 
and good fortune 
of having com- 
pleted all that 
be undertook. 
Hardly ever had 
a naturalist 
such a well- 
rounded life. 
T flirt}' years 
ago he gave 

to Kew his herbarium and library ; and there, 
though living in London, he set up his study, 
in near association with his colleague and 
dearest friend, the director, in an apartment 
which will seem desolate enough now that he 
is gone. There he might be found at his work 
from ten to four o'clock during five or six days 
of every week ' with the regularity of a bank- 
clerk.' Neither biographical details nor an 
analysis of the work of Mr. Bentham are here 
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attempted. These may be deferred to another 
occasion. But this simple tribute to a revered 
memory- ought not to close without a word 
which may bring the reader nearer to the man. 
It might be thought that because Bentham was 
unusually reserved, and averse to popularit}^, he 
was of a cold and unsympathetic nature. It was 

not so. Rather, 
it was shyness, 
and a desire to 
save his time, 
that kept him 
aloof, and gave 
him an air of 
dryness. He 
was fond of the 
society of his 
intimate friends 
when the work 
of the day was 
over; and his 
attachments, if 
not numerous, 
were warm and 
true. All who 
really knew him 
will remember 
him as one of 
the most kindly, 
sweet-tempered, 
and generous- 
hearted of men. 
The accompa- 
njing likeness, 
from one of the 
few photographs 
which were ever 
taken of him, 
represents Mr. Bentham at about the age of 
fourscore. A. G. 
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EDUCATION AT THE INTERNATIONAL 
HEALTH EXHIBITION, LONDON. 

As a member of the general committee of 
this exhibition, as well as of the chief educa- 
tional jur}^ thereat, the present writer has been 
requested by the conductors of Science to give 
some account of the educational exhibits on 



